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It was a crisp, April morning and my col-
league and I were on our way to a honeybee 
farm in Colton, OR. Our school would soon 
be installing a beehive to enhance our campus 
gardens and we were to pick up the starter 
hive. I had already been “stung” by the rivet-
ing world of the busy honeybee a!er taking a 
week of beekeeping classes, but though I was 
hooked, I had never stood next to a live hive. 
I was quite apprehensive when we arrived at 
Foothills Farm in Colton, wondering, “What 
would it be like to actually see this many bees, 
up-close?” Mid-morning, I stood in my bee 
suit, shoulder to shoulder with other “newbee” 
beekeepers receiving instruction from a men-
tor. When he opened his hive, the faint whis-
per we had heard when we arrived heightened 
into a pointed buzz as we saw thousands of 
insects crawling around each other in perfect 
harmony. Hesitantly, I stepped closer, smelling 
the sweet, spicy aroma of sun-warmed honey-
comb. Even more hesitantly, as bees landed on 
me, I raised my arm to eye level, watching. I 
watched the abdomen of a worker bee vibrate, 
releasing pheromones to her fellow bees. I 
watched her intricate, transparent intricate 
wings at rest. And protected by a thick, white 
jacket and hood, any fear I had once harbored 
disappeared. Instead, I looked this honeybee 
in the eye in amazement.

"e lives of humans and bees have become 
intertwined. Today, without pollinators, we 
would not be able to eat what we do. But be-
cause of human activities, bees’ numbers are 
declining. So what can families do to help the 
honeybee? It all starts with knowledge. My 
fascination began by learning about bees in-

side a classroom and continued when I looked 
one in the eye. For you, it might be buying 
local honey or planting a pollinator garden. 
"ere are many local resources available to 
help families learn more about honeybees and 
contribute to their survival. You don’t have to 
be a beekeeper yourself to help out, you can 
simply start with a book and some seeds!

Bee Appreciation Tip #1:  
Learn More About Bees

"e #rst step is learning about bees. Plan 
Bee by Susan Brackney is especially inter-
esting for an adult audience, as well as the 
documentary #lms “$ueen of the Sun” and 
“More than Honey.” For your kids, I’d recom-
mend Are You a Bee? by Judy Allen and !e 
Honeybee Man by Lela Nargi. For the older 
readers, Magic Schoolbus-Inside a Beehive and 
"e Hive Detectives by Loree Gri%n Burns are 
both good reads. 

by
KATIE BOEHNLEIN

Celebrating Honeybees! 

RESOURCES FOR LEARNING 
WITH THE WHOLE FAMILY

If you maintain a lawn, leave the weeds! 
Honeybees and other pollinators love plants such 
as clover and dandelion for their sweet nectar.

continued on p. 22
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Bee Appreciation Tip #2:  
Buy Local Honey

New Seasons, in their “Bee Part of the So-
lution” campaign, has partnered with Oregon 
beekeepers to promote local honey. Your near-
by farmer’s market or co-op will do the same. 
Bee Local (beelocal.com) run by Damian 
Magista, extracts honey from hives located in 
neighborhoods throughout Portland, captur-
ing the tastes of each area’s &owers. You can’t 
get more local than that!

Bee Appreciation Tip #3:  
Plant a Pollinator Garden

"e Xerces Society, a conservation associa-
tion based in Portland, is a valuable resource 
for learning about native pollinators. Whether 
you’re planting a wild&ower window box or 
building a simple mason bee nest, the Xerces 
website (xerces.org) is the place to start. "ey 
sell their book, Attracting Native Pollinators 
as well as regional wild&ower seed mixes. 
"ere is no better family activity than planting 
seeds and watching them attract pollinators 
all year round! Make sure that your garden is 
always chemical-free to avoid harming your 
new visitors.

Bee Appreciation Tip #4:  
Say “Yes!” to Neighborhood 
Beekeepers

All backyard beekeepers are required to ask 
permission of their surrounding neighbors 
before they install a hive. If your neighbor ap-
proaches you, welcome their suggestion! Make 
sure to ask about their plan to deal with bee 
swarms as well as their ideas for making &ower 
diversity and water available for their bees. 

Bee Appreciation Tip #5:  
Take a Beekeeping Class

Can’t get enough? Take a beekeeping class 
to learn how you can start your own backyard 
hive! Portland beekeeping supply stores, Ruhl 
Bee Supply and Bee "inking, as well as gar-
den supply stores, Livingscape and the Urban 
Farm Store, all o'er classes. Brian Lacy, local 
beekeeper, also o'ers a series of classes called 
“Hands On Hives” through Live HoneyBees 
(livehoneybees.com) where students can taste 
honey, handle tools, and develop hands-on 
skills. Brian’s multi-aged classes can allow our 
kids to be our teachers, especially when facing 
fears. His youngest students are o!en his most 
enthusiastic!

Support local business, Bee Local, which captures 
tastes of di!erent Portland neighborhoods 
through local hives. Photo by Ideaville.

Pictured in his Beekeeping 101 class, Brian Lacy is 
a patient and gentle teacher, helping students of 
all ages become more comfortable around bees.

Katie Boehnlein is a teacher and writer 

of the Rose City by foot and by bike. She 

kboehnlein.wordpress.com. Here, you can 

nature, and, of course, bees!


